A personal insight into researcher positionality.
To highlight observations on the dilemmas of insider research. Researchers in qualitative research have traditionally been thought of as positioned inside or outside the social group being studied. However, there is recognition of the blurring of the apparent Separation between these two positions. This paper discusses the ethical and methodological dilemmas involved as an 'insider' when negotiating access to the field and recruiting participants. This is a reflective paper. The personal insight into researcher positionality provided in this paper shows that qualitative researchers need to consider carefully the potential risks to participants when conducting insider research.